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WETHERBY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  1972 

To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

The  introduction  to  this  Report  is  written  with  a  certain 
nostalgia  and  sadness  with  the  knowledge  that  the  reorganisa¬ 
tion  of  Local  Government  and  the  reorganisation  of  the  National 
Health  Service  in  April,  1974,  brings  our  present  association  with 
the  District  Councils  to  an  end.  Nevertheless,  the  presentation 
is  that  of  previous  years  and  the  main  points  of  interest  to 
date  are  drawn  to  your  attention. 

The  Nursing  Services 

During  the  last  18  months  priority  has  been  given  to  pre¬ 
paring  the  staff  for  the  changes  that  lie  ahead  of  them;  main¬ 
taining  staff  morale  and  improving  the  standard  of  the  services. 
Nursing  Officers  have  had  the  opportunity  of  attending  relevant 
Management  Courses  and  have  benefited  by  the  experience. 
Particular  attention  has  been  given  to  developing  liaison  between 
the  Health  Visitors  and  Social  Workers  at  field  work  level,  and 
in  some  districts  in  the  Division  the  staff  now  meet  regularly. 
Similarly,  the  development  of  joint  nursing  activities  have  been 
encouraged,  particularly  where  health  education  and  the  staffing 
of  the  Family  Planning  Clinics  are  concerned,  where  both  health 
visitors  and  midwives  are  now  involved,  and  group  meetings  of 
staff  of  all  nursing  services  are  arranged  from  time  to  time  to 
deal  with  matters  of  mutual  concern.  The  nursing  staff  are,  as 
far  as  has  been  practicable,  all  attached  to  the  practices  of 
family  doctors,  and  we  work  towards  making  the  “Community 
Health  Team”  a  meaningful  working  relationship. 

Midwifery  Service 

The  improved  standard  of  service  in  the  Garforth  area, 
attributed  to  the  midwives  being  supplied  with  radio-telephones, 
was  maintained.  In  June,  1973  this  service  was  extended  to  in¬ 
clude  two  additional  midwives,  one  working  in  the  Tadcaster 
Rural  District  and  one  in  the  Wetherby  Rural  District. 
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Family  Planning  Service 

In  April,  1973  the  County  policy  to  provide  a  free  family 
service  became  effective.  This  has  resulted  in  some  increase  in 
demand  for  the  service  which  has  been  contained.  In  May,  1973 
a  clinic  was  opened  at  Bishopthorpe  primarily  for  West  Riding 
residents  who  have  previously  used  the  service  in  York. 

Conclusion 

In  concluding  this  introduction  I  would  like  to  pay  tribute 
to  two  senior  members  of  staff  who  have  worked  in  the  Division : 
Miss  M.  P.  Bramley  was  Divisional  Nursing  Officer  from  1965  until 
July,  1972,  when  she  moved  to  the  North  Riding  as  Director  of 
Nursing  Services.  Miss  Bramley  laid  the  foundations  of  the 
present  structure  of  the  nursing  services,  as  well  as  supporting 
and  helping  to  implement  new  schemes  with  a  view  to  upgrading 
the  services.  Mr.  F.  H.  Atack,  Divisional  Administrative  Officer, 
retired  from  full-time  employment  in  June,  1973.  Mr.  Atack  had 
worked  at  the  Divisional  Health  Office  at  Wetherby  since  its 
inception  in  1947.  In  1964  he  was  appointed  Divisional  Admini¬ 
strative  Officer  for  the  combined  West  Riding  Divisions  of  9  and 
16.  His  extensive  knowledge  of  the  Division  proved  invaluable 
during  the  months  of  preparation  for  the  unification  of  the 
health  service. 

Finally,  I  extend  my  thanks  to  all  Divisional  staff  and  to  the 
District  Councils  and  their  staff  for  their  help  and  support  during 
the  last  18  months. 


ELIZABETH  M.  HARGREAVES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 


July,  1973. 


TABLE  1 


PRINCIPAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1972 


Garforth  Rothwell 

Stanley 

Tadcaster 

Wetherby 

Urban 

Urban 

Urban 

Rural 

Rural 

Division*! 

District 

District 

District 

District- 

District 

Totals 

Population  (Mid-year  1972) 

Live  Births: 

26,210 

28,300 

21,240 

35,190 

31,160 

142,100 

Total 

573 

367 

354 

499 

427 

2,220 

Legitimate 

557 

350 

340 

472 

407 

2,126 

Illegitimate 

16 

17 

14 

27 

20 

94 

Stillbirths 

Deaths  of  Infants: 

7 

8 

3 

13 

3 

34 

Legitimate 

6 

4 

3 

4 

5 

22 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1 

5 

Under  one  week 

2 

3 

2 

4 

4 

15 

Under  four  weeks 

2 

3 

2 

4 

5 

16 

Total  under  one  year 

7 

4 

3 

7 

6 

27 

Deaths  (All  causes) 

241 

448 

215 

374 

294 

1,572 

CRUDE  AND 

ADJUSTED  RATES 

Live  Births 

21.9 

13.0 

16.7 

14.2 

13.7 

15.6 

Live  Births  (Adjusted) 

Illegitimate  Births  per 

16.4 

13.5 

14.4 

14.3 

14.4 

- - 

1000  live  births 

27.7 

46.3 

39.5 

54.1 

46.8 

42.3 

Deaths  (All  causes) 

9.2 

15.8 

10.1 

10.6 

9.4 

11.1 

Deaths  (Adjusted) 

13.6 

13.1 

13.0 

11.4 

11.2 

— 

Maternal  Mortality 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stillbirths 

12.1 

21.3 

8.4 

25.4 

7.0 

15.1 

Perinatal  Mortality 

15.5 

29.3 

14.0 

33.2 

16.3 

21.7 

Neo-Natal  Mortality 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality 

3.5 

8.2 

5.6 

8.0 

11.7 

7.2 

(under  1  week) 

Infant  Mortality 

3.5 

8.2 

5.6 

8.0 

9.3 

6.6 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1000 

12.2 

10.9 

8.5 

14.0 

14.1 

12.2 

legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1000 

11.2 

11.4 

8.8 

8.5 

12.3 

10.3 

illegitimate  live  births 

62.5 

— 

— 

111.1 

50.0 

53.2 

Tuberculosis  -  respiratory 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  -  other 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  -  all  forms 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer  (all  forms) 

Vascular  lesions  of  the 

1.87 

2.26 

2.02 

2.39 

1.64 

2.05 

nervous  system 

1.14 

4.56 

1.60 

1.56 

1.48 

2.07 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Disease 

3.82 

5.16 

4.24 

3.89 

4.14 

4.24 

Respiratory  Diseases 

0.92 

2.01 

1.41 

1.34 

1.16 

1.37 

Comparability  Factors: 

Births 

0.75 

1.04 

0.86 

1.01 

1.05 

Deaths 

1.48 

0.83 

1  29 

1.08 

1.19 

— 

All  the  maternal  mortality  stillbirth  and  peri-natal  mortality  rates  are  per  1000  live  and  stillbirths. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS,  see  Table  1 

The  National  Birth  Rate  has  fallen  in  the  year  under  review, 
being  16.0  per  thousand  population  in  1971  and  14.8  in  the 
current  year.  The  Divisional  Birth  Rate,  while  higher  than  the 
national  average,  has  fallen  from  17.4  in  1971  to  15.6  in  1972. 

The  National  Death  Rate  has  risen  from  11.6  in  1971  to  12.1 
in  1972.  The  Divisional  Death  Rate  follows  this  trend  rising 
from  10.5  in  1971  to  11.1  in  1972. 


TABLE  2 

RECORD  OF  DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS  1972 


GARFORTH 

URBAN 

DISTRICT 

ROTHWELL 

URBAN 

DISTRICT 

STANLEY 

URBAN 

DISTRICT 

TADCASTER 

RURAL 

DISTRICT 

WETHERBY 

RURAL 

DISTRICT 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F  Total 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

Under 

1  year 

5 

2 

7 

2 

2 

4 

2 

1 

3 

6 

1 

7 

3 

3 

6 

1—  4 

years 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

5—14 

years 

2 

- 

2 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

15—24 

years 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

- 

1 

1 

3 

- 

3 

- 

1 

1 

25 — 34 

years 

5 

2 

7 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

3 

1 

- 

1 

35—44 

years 

3 

3 

6 

5 

- 

5 

2 

1 

3 

4 

5 

9 

1 

6 

7 

45—54 

years 

8 

6 

14 

21 

7 

28 

9 

4 

13 

16 

8 

24 

13 

4 

17 

55—64 

years 

24 

15 

39 

32 

17 

49 

32 

10 

42 

34 

24 

58 

41 

13 

54 

65—74 

years 

25 

34 

59 

87 

57 

144 

38 

21 

59 

70 

34 

104 

49 

33 

82 

75  and  over 

40 

66 

106 

69 

142 

211 

38 

53 

91 

70 

95 

165 

54 

70 

124 

112 

129 

241 

219 

229 

448 

123 

92 

215 

205 

169 

374 

163 

131 

294 

Table  2  shows  the  age  at  death;  it  is  pleasing  to  note  the 
low  death  rates  during  the  years  of  childhood  to  middle  age. 
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TABLE  3 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH,  1972 


GARFORTH 

URBAN 

DISTRICT 

M  F 

ROTHWELL 

URBAN 

DISTRICT 

M  F 

STANLEY 

URBAN 

DISTRICT 

M  F 

TADCASTER 

RURAL 

DISTRICT 

M  F 

WETHERS  Y 

RURAL 

DISTRICT 

M  F 

Enteritis  and  other 

diarrhoea!  diseases 

— 

_ 

2 

_ 

1 

.  . 

Syphilis  and  its  sequelae  . 

— 

— 

1 

_ _ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

___ 

-- 

Other  infective  and 

parasitic  diseases 

— 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

_ __ 

_ 

1 

_ 

, 

Malignant  neoplasm: 

Buccal  cavity,  etc. 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

1 

. 

— 

___ 

_ 

,  — 

Oesophagus 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

_ 

_ 

1 

-  - 

Stomach 

3 

1 

3 

3 

3 

2 

3 

7 

3 

1 

Intestine 

3 

4 

5 

6 

8 

4 

4 

9 

2 

3 

Larynx 

— 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Lung,  Bronchus 

6 

3 

11 

2 

5 

3 

16 

7 

12 

1 

Breast 

— 

3 

— 

6 

— 

3 

_ 

8 

_ 

4 

Uterus 

— 

2 

— 

3 

— 

2 

_ 

5 

_ 

2 

Prostate 

1 

— 

2 

— 

_ _ 

_ 

2 

__ 

3 

mr 

Leukaemia 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

, 

_ 

1 

. 

1 

1 

Other  malignant 

neoplasms 

13 

8 

10 

8 

5 

5 

15 

7 

10 

7 

Benign  and  unspecified 

neoplasms 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

_ 

1 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

2 

1 

3 

3 

— 

_ 

_ 

—  - 

2 

2 

Other  endocrine  etc., 

diseases 

— 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

■  -  - 

Avitaminoses,  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

-  - 

_ _ 

- 

Anaemias 

— 

— 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

Mental  disorders 

— 

— 

— 

3 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

Meningitis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

Multiple  Sclerosis 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Other  diseases  of 

nervous  system 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Chronic  rheumatic 

heart  disease 

— 

5 

2 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

- 

2 

Hypertensive  disease 

1 

3 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

3 

2 

— 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  . . 

34 

31 

58 

51 

41 

21 

68 

35 

63 

35 

Other  forms  of 

heart  disease 

3 

11 

7 

18 

7 

8 

5 

9 

4 

5 

Cerebrovascular  disease  .. 

3 

22 

49 

80 

12 

22 

26 

29 

17 

29 

Other  diseases  of 

circulatory  system 

2 

10 

5 

3 

6 

2 

5 

10 

11 

7 

Influenza 

4 

— 

1 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

6 

5 

9 

10 

4 

2 

16 

9 

9 

11 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

4 

— 

26 

6 

17 

4 

13 

4 

10 

2 

Asthma 

— 

— - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

Other  diseases  of 

respiratory  system 

3 

2 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

— 

Carried  forward  . .  J 

96 

115 

207 

212 

114 

85 

184 

150 

155 

117 
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TABLE  3 — continued 


GARFORTH 

URBAN 

DISTRICT 

M  P 

ROTHWELL 

URBAN 

DISTRICT 

M  P 

STANLEY 

URBAN 

DISTRICT 

M  P 

TADCASTER 

RURAL 

DISTRICT 

M  F 

WETHERBY 

RURAL 

DISTRICT 

M  P 

Brought  Forward  .. 

96 

115 

207 

212 

114 

85 

184 

150 

155  117 

Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

—  1 

Appendicitis 

Intestinal  obstruction 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

-  - 

and  hernia 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

-  - 

Cirrhosis  ol  Liver 

Other  diseases  of 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1  — 

digestive  system 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

—  2 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis.. 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

—  2 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . . 
Other  diseases,  genito- 

1 

— - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

-  - 

urinary  system 

Diseases  of  skin, 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

—  2 

subcutaneous  tissue 

Diseases  of  musculo- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

-  - 

skeletal  system 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

-  - 

Congenital  anomalies 

Birth  injury,  difficult 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

-  - 

labour,  etc. 

Other  causes  of 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

2 

— 

2  2 

perinatal  mortality 
Symptoms  and  ill-defined 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

—  1 

conditions 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

6 

—  — 

MO'tor  vehicle  accidents  . . 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

4 

— 

5  — 

All  other  accidents 

5 

4 

2 

2 

3 

1 

3 

5 

—  3 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

—  1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

—  — 

TOTALS  .. 

112 

129 

219 

229 

123 

92 

205 

169 

163  131 

Table  3  shows  the  Causes  of  Death.  We  are  experiencing  a 
change  in  the  pattern  of  disease,  partially  due  to  demographic 
changes  which  is  reflected  in  the  causes  of  death.  There  is  an 
increase  in  incidence  of  the  degenerative  diseases,  the  commonest 
affecting  the  arteries,  and  the  highest  single  cause  of  death  is 
that  from  cardiovascular  disease.  The  second  highest  cause  is 
cancer,  in  particular,  lung  cancer,  which  is  directly  attributable 
to  cigarette  smoking.  Deaths  from  motor  car  accidents  have 
fallen  from  22  in  1971  to  15,  but  remain  the  highest  single  cause 
of  death  in  the  young  adult. 
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TABLE  4 


INFANT  MORTALITY,  1972 
Deaths  from  stated  causes  under  one  year  of  age 


Cause  of  Death 


t 

c 


V 

c 

to 


a<. 

_c 

u. 

o 

«: 

c 

- 

y? 

o 

y? 

lA 

kA 

</) 

w 

o 

V 

V 

r— 

c 

c 

c 

s 

C 

V 

V 

o 

3 

C 

O 

o 

3 

z 

■t 

£ 

r- 

£ 

s 

£ 

n 

o 

vO 

c-> 

►H 

O 

\ 

1 

fN 

ro 

H 

1 

1 

to 

1 

VO 

O' 

H 

J.  Prematurity 

2.  Congenital  Abnormalities 

(a)  C.N.S. 

(b)  C.V.S. 

(c)  Other 

3.  Infection 

(a)  Respiratory 

(b)  Alimentary 

(c)  Other 

4  Haemorrhage 
5.  Asphyxia 

(a)  Inhalation  of  vomit 


1 1  i 


1 5 


12 


16 


I  2 

5 

i 


27 


Table  4  shows  the  causes  of  death  in  27  children  who  died 
during  the  first  year  of  life.  15  of  these  deaths  were  in  the  first 
week,  when  the  highest  single  cause  was  prematurity.  Congeni¬ 
tal  abnormalities  and  respiratory  infections  continue  to  be 
noteworthy  causes  of  death  during  the  first  year  of  life.  The 
infant  mortality  rate  of  12.2  compares  favourably  with  the 
national  average  of  17.0. 
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Wetherby  R.D.  I  Tadcaster  R.D.  j  Stanley  U.D.  I  Roth  well  U.D.  I  Garforth  U.D 


TABLE  5 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1972 


DISEASE 


v* 

CO 

CO 

CO 

<D 

CD 

CD 

CO 

CO 

Jh 

d 

CO 

cj 

>-■4 

S 

5> 

§f 

CD 

>> 

10 

CO 

Jh 

b 

CD 

O 

r— <  H 

r— 4 

d 

b 

<D 

CD 

n  L~~ 

*  ^ 

CD 

>> 

r>> 

LO 

CO 

b 

CD 

C3  Ol 

c$  o 

CD 

tH 

d 

H 

cd 

rH 

r— 4 

c$ 

<D 

*H 

-45 

-64 

o 

b 

o 

b 

1 

1 

lO 

rH 

$ 

> 

h 

H 

Eh 

£ 

1 

rH 

LO 

0 

(3 

£ 

o 

a 

.M 

G 

3 

<D 

3 


Measles 

121 

7 

78 

4 

41 

31 

2 

— 

-  - 

Scarlet  Fever 

21 

6 

19 

— 

6 

12 

1 

— 

_  _ 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

— 

2 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

25 

17 

6 

1 

4 

1 

— 

— 

—  — 

Infective  Hepatitis 

1 

9 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

—  — 

Dysentery 

— 

1 

Measles 

374 

224 

197 

26 

78 

87 

5 

1  — 

Scarlet  Fever 

18 

39 

51 

5 

11 

33 

2 

— 

—  — 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

1 

4 

3 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

—  — 

Food  Poisoning 

3 

1 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

13 

47 

8 

2 

6 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

Infective  Hepatitis 

20 

10 

27 

— 

— 

10 

9 

5 

3  — 

Dysentery 

8 

36 

Measles 

146 

225 

92 

8 

38 

44 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

15 

14 

— 

3 

10 

— 

— 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

1 

3 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

16 

18 

3 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis 

3 

3 

2 

- - 

— 

2 

— 

Dysentery 

6 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Measles 

292 

64 

157 

4 

60 

86 

6 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

5 

10 

— 

6 

4 

— 

— 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ••• 

21 

18 

Infective  Hepatitis 

9 

1 

5 

— 

— 

3 

1 

■ 

Dysentery 

4 

3 

4 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

4 

Measles 

193 

5 

273 

11 

83 

173 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

5 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ••• 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

" 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

1 

5 

— 

2 

— 

3 

Malaria 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis 

3 

7 

5 

— 

— 

1 

4 

Dysentery 

4 

5 

6 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 


1 


1 

1 

6 
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Table  5.  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year.  The 
morbidity  and  mortality  from  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
continues  to  fall.  This  is  due  to  two  great  medical  advances: 
the  discovery  of  effective  drugs  and  the  development  of  wide¬ 
spread  immunisation  against  specific  diseases.  There  is  a  need 
to  be  alert  to  the  importation  of  infectious  disease.  There  were 
two  such  examples  in  the  Division  during  1972,  one  being  a 
confirmed  case  of  psittacosis  contracted  from  a  pet  parrot,  the 
other  being  a  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  contracted  in  the  Far  East. 

TABLE  6 

TUBERCULOSIS  —  NEW  CASES  NOTIFIED  1972 


Garforth  Rothwell  Stanley  Tadcaster  Wetherby 
U.D.  U.D.  U.D.  R.D.  S.D. 


AGE 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary  j 

--  -  - 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

>> 

ha 

* 

c 

£ 

3 

CU 

c 

0 

Z 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

5-9  years 

I 

1 

25  '  34  > > 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35~44 . 

1 

1 

45  -  54  M 

I 

55  -  64  ,, 

1 

1 

65  and  over 

— 

1 

- 

_ 

1 

1 

TOTALS  .. 

2 

- 

- 

2 

1 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Table  6  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  noti¬ 
fied  during  the  year.  We  may  be  lulled  into  a  sense  of  false 
security  in  assuming  we  have  been  successful  in  fully  controlling 
tuberculosis.  Preventive  measures,  together  with  chemotherapy, 
have  certainly  been  very  effective.  That  the  disease  is  not  fully 
controlled  can  be  seen  by  the  small  number  of  children,  4.05% 
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in  the  Division,  who  have  a  positive  Heaf  test  and  thus  are  not 
referred  for  vaccination.  During  1972  1,476  children  received 
B.C.G.  vaccination  in  the  Division. 


TABLE  7 


DISTRICT 

PULMONARY 

NON-PULMONARY 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Qarforth  Urban 

20 

22 

4 

6 

Rothwell  Urban 

51 

26 

15 

3 

Stanley  Urban 

6 

11 

4 

1 

Tadcaster  Rural 

34 

20 

5 

5 

Wetherby  Rural 

17 

19 

5 

8 

128 

98 

33 

23 

Table  7  shows  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis 
Register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


♦ 

TABLE  8 


DISTRICT 

Domiciliary 

Deliveries 

Hospital 

Deliveries 

Percentage  of 
Domiciliary 
Deliveries 

1971 

1972 

1971 

1972 

1971 

1972 

Garforth  Urban 

204 

182 

404 

398 

33.5 

31.4 

Rothwell  Urban 

98 

75 

313 

300 

23.8 

20.0 

Stanley  Urban 

123 

84 

279 

273 

30.6 

20.4 

Tadcaster  Rural 

101 

91 

477 

421 

17.5 

17.7 

Wetherby  Rural 

39 

45 

439 

385 

8.9 

10.5 

565 

477 

1912 

1777 

22.0 

21.1 

Table  8  gives  the  number  of  deliveries  at  home  and  in 
hospital  for  the  five  districts  that  comprise  the  Division.  There 
has,  to  date,  been  a  variation  in  the  percentage  of  home  con¬ 
finements  in  the  different  districts.  This  year  there  has  been  a 
fall  of  10.2%  in  the  domiciliary  delivery  rate  in  Stanley  Urban 
District,  the  number  of  hospital  deliveries  remaining  similar  to 
1971.  The  percentage  of  domiciliary  deliveries  for  Rothwell  and 
Stanley  Urban  Districts  and  Tadcaster  Rural  District  are  now 
comparable. 
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TABLE  9 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


Primary 


Immunisation 

Course 

1972 

Children 

1971 

born  in 

1970 

year: — 

1969 

Pre-1969 

Total 

Poliomyelitis 

28 

1710 

488 

18 

41 

2265 

Diphtheria 

28 

1708 

468 

18 

34 

2256 

Pertussis 

28 

1699 

460 

16 

16 

2219 

Tetanus 

28 

1708 

468 

18 

49 

2271 

Measles 

— 

1055 

789 

62 

101 

2007 

Rubella 

— 

— 

— 

— 

644 

644 

TABLE  10 


Re-inforcing 

Doses 

1972 

Children 

1971 

born  in  year:- 
1970 

1969 

Pre-1969 

Total 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

19 

28 

6 

2798 

2851 

Diphtheria 

— 

21 

28 

6 

1509 

1564 

Pertussis 

— 

21 

25 

7 

196 

249 

Tetanus 

— 

25 

38 

20 

2896 

2979 

Tables  9  and  10  show  the  number  of  children  who  have 
been  vaccinated  or  immunised.  The  acceptance  rate  for  rubella 
vaccination  of  11  year  old  girls  remains  about  50%  of  the  age 
group. 
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The  Child  Health  Service 


Continuity  of  care  from  the  birth  of  a  child  to  it  attaining 
school  leaving  age,  which  incidentally  was  raised  in  September, 
1972  from  15  to  16  years,  is  assured  by  the  continuation  of  the 
scheme  whereby  the  child’s  development  is  periodically  assessed 
in  the  pre-school  period,  followed  by  further  programmed  health 
screening  at  school.  The  medical  staff  are  increasingly  involved 
with  the  assessment  of  handicapped  children,  including  an  in¬ 
creasing  number  of  children  with  multiple  handicaps,  and  we 
are  grateful  for  the  co-operation  we  receive  from  paediatricians 
in  the  hospital  service  with  this  work.  Particular  attention  is 
also  given  to  the  assessment  of  children  with  learning  difficulties, 
often  in  liaison  with  the  Psychologist  and  every  effort  is  made 
to  recommend  optimum  placement  for  children  at  school. 

The  number  of  pupils  attending  schools  in  the  Division  as 
at  the  30th  September,  1972,  was  24,500,  and  of  this  number 
2,453  received  a  full  medical  examination  after  school  entry. 
The  physical  condition  of  one  pupil  was  considered  to  be  un¬ 
satisfactory  by  the  school  doctor.  School  nurses  undertook  50,785 
cleanliness  inspections  and  found  503  pupils  to  be  infested. 
4,686  6-7  year  olds  had  a  routine  hearing  test  and  127  were  re¬ 
ferred  for  investigation.  During  1972  we  were  fortunate  in 
obtaining  additional  support  for  the  deaf  child  when  a  peripa¬ 
tetic  teacher  of  the  deaf  was  appointed  to  the  Division  on  a 
part-time  basis.  40  were  known  to  be  in  school  with  hearing 
aids  and  this  number  includes  29  pupils  at  Bridge  House  Special 
School.  1,061  children  were  assessed  at  the  Eye  Clinics  for  errors 
of  refraction  and  273  children  had  glasses  prescribed.  82  child¬ 
ren,  who  had  learning  difficulties,  were  assessed  by  the  medical 
staff,  and  86  children  referred  to  the  Child  Guidance  Clinics  at 
Rothwell  and  Tadcaster. 


Sanitary  Circumstances 

A  comprehensive  statement  of  the  sanitary  circumstances 
of  the  area  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector. 
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WETHERBY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

ENGINEER,  SURVEYOR  AND  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR 
for  the  year  1972 


To:  The  Rural  District  Council  of  Wetherby. 
Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Council  Offices, 
Wetherby. 
1973. 


I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  consideration  my 
27th  Annual  Report  recording  the  work  of  my  Department  during 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1972  (Public  Cleansing  and  other 
financial  details  are  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1973). 

This  will  be  my  penultimate  report  as  with  the  re-organisa¬ 
tion  of  local  government  in  1974,  Wetherby  Rural  District 
Council  will  cease  to  exist  as  from  the  1st  April,  1974  and  approx¬ 
imately  75%  of  the  area  will  amalgamate  with  ten  other 
constituent  Authorities  to  form  the  Leeds  Metropolitan  District 
Council,  the  remainder  forming  part  of  the  Harrogate  District 
Council,  and  therefore  the  Annual  Report  for  1973  will  be  the 
last  report  for  a  complete  year’s  work. 


During  1972  the  Staff  in  the  Department  became  more  and 
more  involved  with  re-organisation  especially  with  the  compila¬ 
tion  of  statistics  required  in  the  development  of  the  new  local 
government  districts.  This  work  will  obviously  continue  to  make 
demands  on  the  time  of  the  staff  and  reduce  attention  to  the 
more  routine  work  of  the  Department. 


1972  was  a  busy  year.  The  number  of  houses  completed, 
both  private  and  Council,  increased  over  the  previous  year. 
There  was  a  substantial  increase  in  work  on  the  preparation 
and  implementing  of  civil  engineering  contracts,  on  the  demands 
on  the  public  cleansing  service  and  on  applications  for  planning 
and  Building  Regulation  approval,  but  generally  there  was  very 
little  hold-up  in  the  processing  of  work. 
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It  was  most  pleasing  to  see  the  commencement  of  the 
Swimming  Pool  on  the  Ings  Site,  Wetherby. 

The  work  in  the  Department  has  progressed  satisfactorily, 
notwithstanding  Local  Government  Re-Organisation  and  I  take 
this  opportunity  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  help  and  assistance 
given  by  the  Members  of  the  Council  and  their  Officers,  and  in 
particular  the  staff  in  my  own  Department. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman, 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  MARRIOTT, 

C.Eng.,  F.I.Mun.E.,  M.R.T.P.I., 

M.I.S.W.M.,  F.R.S.H.,  F.A.P.H.I. 
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I.  GENERAL 


(a)  Genera!  Statistics: 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  principal  details  con¬ 
tained  in  Table  1: 


Description 

No.  of  Houses 

Percentage  of  Total 

Water  supply  from  public 
mains 

11482 

99.00 

Pipes  water  supply  (in¬ 
cluding  private  sources) 

11592 

100%  (less  1  house) 

Drainage  to  public  sewers 

11697 

Satisfactory  drainage  to 
public  sewers  or  private 
sewage  disposal  schemes 

11580 

100%  (less  12  houses) 

Water  Closets 

11561 

Earth  Closets 

31 

0.30* 

Baths 

11552 

99.00 

Hot  Water  Supply 

11581 

99.00 

(b)  Staff: 

During  the  year  the  staff  in  the  department  obviously 
became  concerned  about  their  future  in  the  new  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  and  as  a  result  of  this  concern  some  members  of  the  staff 
have  found  employment  outside  Local  Government  and  in  fact 
5  members  of  the  department  left  and  their  posts  were  filled 
wherever  possible. 

During  the  year  Mr.  T.  Pratt  gained  his  Higher  National 
Certificate  in  Civil  Engineering  and  Mr.  C.  Gaden  the  Diploma 
in  Air  Pollution  Control. 

(c)  Mama!  Workers: 

During  the  year  only  4  of  the  manual  staff  left  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  the  Council.  This  is  a  great  improvement  over  previous 
>ears  but  with  the  increasing  commitments  in  the  department 
it  becomes  more  and  more  difficult  to  maintain  the  essential 
services.  This  was  particularly  evident  in  connection  with  refuse 
collection  where  the  difficulty  of  recruitment  of  H.G.V.  Drivers 
has  created  serious  problems.  The  increases  in  the  bulk  of 
refuse  and  the  use  of  the  bulky  domestic  waste  service  has  made 
it  more  difficult  to  maintain  the  high  standards  desired  by  the 
Council.  It  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  maintain  a 
weekly  collecton  of  refuse,  particularly  at  Bank  Holidays  when 
the  manual  staff  have  two  consecutive  days  holiday. 
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(d)  Legislation 

Two  statutes  which  will  have  far  reaching  effects  on  both 
Local  Government  and  the  ratepayers  became  law,  namely  the 
Local  Government  Act,  1972  and  the  Housing  Finance  Act  of 
1972.  The  Local  Government  Act  contains  procedures  and 
arrangements  for  the  re-organisation  of  Local  Government  which 
is  due  to  take  place  on  the  1st  April,  1974. 

The  Housing  Finance  Act  is  mainly  concerned  with  Fair 
Rents  for  Council  Houses  and  with  a  Rent  Rebate  in  connection 
with  Council  Houses  coming  into  operation  in  July,  1972  and 
also  a  similar  scheme  called  “Rent  Allowances”  for  tenanted 
private  houses  which  comes  into  operation  in  1973.  The  Act 
also  includes  sections  concerned  with  Qualification  Certificates 
for  converting  a  controlled  tenancy  into  a  regulated  tenancy 
and  for  an  appropriate  increase  in  the  rent  for  a  privately 
owned  tenanted  house  complying  with  the  Qualification  stand¬ 
ards.  The  provisions  in  both  Acts  will  entail  increased  work 
for  the  staff. 

The  other  two  Acts  which  have  a  bearing  on  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  include  the  Deposit  of  Poisonous  Wastes  Act,  1972  and  the 
Trade  Descriptions  Act,  1972.  The  Deposit  of  Poisonous  Wastes 
Act  is  concerned  with  the  control  of  the  disposal  of  poisonous 
wastes  materials.  There  was  an  amendment  to  the  Building 
Regulations  in  1972  which  caused  comprehensive  amendments 
to  the  Regulations. 


II.  TOWN  PLANNING  AND  BUILDING  CONTROL 
(a)  Applications: 

During  the  year  1,280  planning  applications  were  dealt  with 
compared  with  608  in  1971,  this  number  was  made  up  as 
follows:  — 


Approved 

636 

Conditional 

533 

Refused 

92 

Withdrawn 

15 

Pending 

4 

1,280 

There  were  378  separate  applications  under  the  Building 
Regulations. 
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(b)  Development  Plan: 

The  new  Town  Centre  Development  Map  created  interest 
and  there  is  no  doubt  the  public  are  becoming  more  and  more 
aware  of  Town  Planning  implications  and  they  are  visiting  this 
department  in  increasing  numbers  to  examine  plans  on  deposit 
under  the  Planning  Acts.  The  facility  of  allowing  plans  to  be 
examined  whilst  on  deposit  is  obviously  appreciated  by  the 
public  and  the  system  of  notifying  Parish  Councils  of  all  plans 
on  deposit  also  improves  public  relations. 

(c)  Miscellaneous: 

(a)  It  was  pleasing  when  the  contract  for  the  swimming 
pool  on  The  Ings,  Wetherby  was  accepted  on  the  9th  October, 
1972  in  the  sum  of  £269,540.  This  is  a  facility  that  the 
Wetherby  Rural  District  has  long  awaited  and  it  will  be 
opened  during  1974, 

(b)  Extensive  surveys  commenced  in  connection  with  the 
Wetherby  Augmentation  Sewerage  Scheme. 

(c)  The  Council  accepted  into  two  Council  houses  two  Asian 
families  from  Uganda. 

(d)  Two  building  projects  were  well  advanced  during  the 
year,  namely  the  new  Comprehensive  School  off  Clifford  Moor 
Road,  Boston  Spa  and  the  extensions  to  the  National  Library 
at  Thorp  Arch. 

(d)  Private  Street  Works: 

During  the  year  private  street  works  were  maintained  and 
in  particular  schemes  were  in  progress  at:  — 

Wayside  Avenue  and  Wayside  Crescent,  Bardsey. 

Upper  Langwith,  Langwith  Drive,  Langwith  Valley  Road  and 
Hillcrest,  Collingham, 

Hillcrest,  East  Keswick. 

Wharfe  Grove,  Wetherby. 

Wharfe  View,  Wetherby. 

Additional  extensive  surveys  were  carried  out  on  other  roads 
and  in  particular  at  Northgates,  Wetherby. 

The  private  streets  taken  over  include:  — 

Aire  Road 
Nidd  Approach 
Dearne  Croft 
Esk  Gardens 
Ure  Grove 

All  in  the  Parish  of  Wetherby. 
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(e)  Tree  Preservation: 

The  Wetherby  Rural  District  (East  Keswick)  (Tree  Preser¬ 
vation  Order)  (No.  2)  1970  was  confirmed  in  February,  1972  and 
preliminary  surveys  of  trees  in  the  area  of  Sicklinghall  Road, 
Wetherby  and  at  Linton,  Collingham  and  Clifford  were  put  in 
hand  with  a  view  to  the  preparation  of  Tree  Preservation  Orders 
for  those  areas. 

(f)  Industrial  Areas: 

During  the  year  the  extension  of  the  roadway  in  Sandbeck 
Way,  Wetherby  was  put  in  hand  and  negotiations  were  carried  out 
for  the  sale  of  additional  land  for  industrial  estates. 

The  other  industrial  estates  at  York  Road,  Wetherby  and  at 
the  Thorp  Arch  Trading  Estate  continue  to  be  a  very  satisfactory 
facility  for  the  Rural  District.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  shop¬ 
ping  centre  on  the  Thorp  Arch  Trading  Estate  provides  a  facility 
for  shoppers  throughout  the  West  Riding  and  extensions  and 
improvements  to  this  shopping  area  were  carried  out  during  the 
year.  In  all  there  are  some  89  different  firms  in  operation  on 
the  Thorpe  Arch  Estate. 
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TABLE  II 

HIGHWAYS  ACT,  1959  —  PRIVATE  STREET  WORKS  CODE  OF 
1892  1st  January,  1973. 
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Bardsey: 


First  Avenue  ) 

13205 

3560 

71/10 

1967 

1969 

1969 

11332 

3560 

62/- 

Nov.lt 

Second  Avenue  ) 

(Revised  after  Quarter  Sessions 

Appeal  1968) 

Wayside  Avenue 

1982 

659 

59/4 

1971 

1971 

1972 

1957 

1982 

4.00 

Dec. IS 

Wayside  Crescent 

8255 

2044 

83/4 

1971 

1971 

1972 

649 

2022 

3.01 

Dec. IS 

Boston  Spa: 

Stables  Lane 

4296 

1069 

£3.86 

1972 

1972 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Collingham: 

Hollybush  Green 

12192 

3674 

64/- 

1966 

1967 

1968 

9966 

3674 

53/- 

Oct.  IS 

Garth  End 

805 

203 

76/7 

1986 

1967 

1968 

704 

203 

72/6 

Oct.lS 

Upper  Langwith  (1) 

3332 

741 

88/8 

1971 

1971 

Upper  Langwith  (2) 

3745 

713 

114/7 

1971 

1971 

Upper  Langwith  (3) 

719 

208 

66/6 

1971 

1971 

Upper  Langwith  (4) 

1574 

437 

82/3 

1971 

1971 

Langwith  Drive 

4494 

1229 

71/9 

1971 

1971 

Langwith  Valley 

Road  (E) 

5238 

1185 

84/1 

1971 

1971 

Langwith  Valley 

Road  (W) 

1894 

691 

59/9 

1971 

1971 

Hillcrest  (2) 

2950 

1153 

50/6 

1971 

1971 

East  Keswick: 

Hillcrest  (1) 

4707 

1156 

82/8 

1971 

1971 

Harewood : 

Church  Lane 

3167 

890 

69/- 

1968 

1969 

1960 

2509 

890 

54/9 

Nov.( 

Emville  Avenue 

968 

557 

34/6 

1968 

1968 

1968 

595 

557 

20/10 

Sept.< 

Thomer 

Kirkfield  Lane 

6460 

1590 

80/- 

1966 

1966 

1968 

6536 

1628 

79/- 

19 

Kirkhills 

3870 

1000 

76/- 

1966 

1966 

1988 

6018 

1218 

96/- 

19' 

Wetherby 

Barleyfields  Road  (N) 

5701 

2880 

36/10 

1967 

1968 

1969 

4837 

2968 

34/8 

Oct. 

Ainsty  Garth 

614 

802 

13/6 

1967 

1968 

1969 

730 

802 

15/1 

Oct.* 

Barleyfields  Road  (S) 

4879 

2242 

43/4 

1969 

1969 

1970 

3968 

2242 

£1.61 

Sept. 

Foxhill 

2988 

863 

67/4 

1969 

1969 

1970 

2602 

863  £2.92 

Sept/ 

Audby  Lane 

(Revised  Scheme) 

10000 

1416 

140/- 

1971 

1971 

Awaiting  hearing 

at 

Magistrates’  Court 

Wharfe  Grove  (1) 

2039 

599 

73/1 

1971 

1971 

1972 

1522 

555 

2.70 

July 

Wharfe  Grove  (2) 

3202 

832 

79/11 

1971 

1971 

1972 

2862 

783 

3.59 

July 

Wharfe  View 

2609 

877 

55/11 

1971 

1971 

1972 

1883 

895 

2.10 

July 

Northgates 

2425 

645 

4.25 

Awaiting  hearing 

at 

Magistrates’  Court 


Wharfe  Grove  Sewer  —  Surface  Water 
Wharfe  Grove  Foul  Sewer  £2,833.00 
Lindsay  Parkinson  —  Surface  Water  £1,296.00 


24 


III.  HOUSING 


(a)  New  Housing: 

The  capital  assets  of  the  Council  at  the  31st  March,  1973 
were  £4,502,475.  The  number  of  houses  built  by  private  develop¬ 
ers  during  the  year  showed  an  increase  over  the  previous  year 
and  235  houses  were  completed.  During  the  year  83  units  of 
Council  accommodation  were  completed,  at  Wetherby  50,  Boston 
Spa  25,  Thorner  4  and  Clifford  4.  Facilities  for  the  sale  of 
private  building  plots  by  the  Council  to  individuals  for  the 
erection  of  a  single  detached  dwelling  continued  during  the 
year  and  also  site  works  were  completed  in  connection  with  the 
sale  of  plots  on  the  old  station  site  at  Collingham.  The  cumula¬ 
tive  building  programme  since  1945  is  as  follows:  — 

Private  Houses  ...  5,024 

Council  Houses  ...  2,162 


7,186 


Houses  cleared  ...  719 


Nett  increase  ...  6,467 


(b)  Existing  Houses: 

(1)  Slum  Clearance: 

There  was  little  work  in  slum  clearance,  as  has  been 
reported  previously  the  slum  clearance  programme  is  virtually 
completed  and  the  only  unfit  houses  are  those  which,  due  to  the 
age  of  the  occupants,  would  not  warrant  the  taking  of  statutory 
action  at  this  stage  although  statutory  action  is  always  taken 
when  it  is  appropriate.  There  are  virtually  no  unfit  houses  in 
the  district  and  since  the  war  over  1,000  houses  have  been 
dealt  with.  The  Council  has  always  maintained  a  policy  of 
improvement  even  in  those  cases  where  the  property  appears 
to  have  been  so  derelict  that  demolition  was  the  only  answer, 
but  the  policy  of  modernisation  even  in  those  extreme  cases  has 
paid  dividends  and  the  result  has  been  a  very  satisfactory 
housing  situation  throughout  the  rural  district.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  when  the  new  Local  Government  takes  over  in  1974 
that  there  will  be  no  unfit  houses  in  this  district. 

(2)  Improvements: 

The  work  on  improvement  grants  increased  considerably 
during  the  year,  mainly  as  a  result  of  the  district  being  declared 
an  intermediate  area  in  which  the  approved  amount  was  in- 
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creased  to  75%  of  the  approved  expense  of  carrying  out  the 
works  and  subject  to  a  maximum  of  £1,500  as  against  the 
previous  maximum  of  £1,000,  and  it  was  obvious  as  the  year 
progressed  that  the  work  in  connection  with  Improvement 
Grants  would  increase  considerably  during  1973.  During  1972, 
50  applications  for  Grant  were  submitted  to  the  Council  and 
of  those  two  only  were  refused.  It  has  been  estimated  that 
only  20%  of  initial  enquiries  regarding  Grant  eventually  are 
submitted  as  detailed  schemes  to  the  Council.  The  Govern¬ 
ment’s  policy  of  advertising  resulted  in  many  requests  for  in¬ 
formation  as  to  whether  a  Grant  would  be  available  or  not  and 
in  the  majority  of  cases  the  particular  property  did  not  qualify 
for  grant. 

Allocations  for  Grant  throughout  the  year  amounted  to 
£38,265,  an  average  Grant  of  little  over  £1,000.  The  works  in¬ 
volved  in  those  48  schemes  totalled  an  estimated  cost  of 
£161,570. 

It  was  noted  in  connection  with  standard  grants  the 
number  of  applications  began  to  accelerate  towards  the  end  of 
the  year,  primarily  because  of  the  Council’s  policy  in  selling 
houses  and  the  new  owner /occupiers  desiring  to  upgrade 
their  particular  house  and  it  was  obvious  that  comprehen¬ 
sive  schemes  of  improvement  were  being  carried  out  by 
Council  tenants  who  had  bought  their  own  Council  houses. 

Since  the  inception  of  the  improvement  grant  scheme  1,100 
houses  have  been  the  subject  of  grant  application  and  of  those 
1,081  applications  have  been  approved. 

During  1972,  £26,157  was  paid  in  Improvement  Grants  in 
respect  of  43  properties.  Nine  properties  received  Standard 
Grants  in  a  total  sum  of  £771. 

It  is  expected  that  during  1973  Improvement  Grants  will 
increase  in  number  due  to  the  increased  maximum  of  £1,500. 
However,  this  maximum  is  due  to  cease  on  the  23rd  June,  1974 
and  therefore  after  that  date  it  is  very  probable  that  there  will 
will  be  a  marked  decrease  in  applications.  The  Government’s 
incentive  policy  on  the  amount  of  Grant  has  obviously  had 
repercussions  in  the  number  of  applications  received  and  most 
properties  that  could  be  eligible  for  Grant  in  this  Rural  District 
have  now  received  this. 

(3)  Qualification  Certificates 

During  the  year  21  applications  were  received  for  Qualifica¬ 
tion  Certificates  under  Part  III  of  the  Housing  Act,  1969  and 
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of  those  only  four  were  approved.  This  is  indicative  that 
applications  are  submitted  when  the  properties  are  obviously  in 
disrepair. 

The  qualifying  conditions  before  a  Certificate  can  be  issued 
are  that  the  house  shall  be  provided  with  all  standard  amenities 
and  shall  be  otherwise  in  a  good  state  of  repair  and  fit  for 
human  habitation.  The  applications  that  were  received  fell 
short  of  these  standards  as  a  general  rule.  However,  in  most 
cases  works  are  immediately  put  in  hand  to  make  the  houses 
qualify  and  upon  re-inspection  most  houses  are  given  the 
necessary  Qualification  Certificate. 


(4)  Agricultural  Housing  Subsidies: 

Twenty  houses  were  the  subject  of  a  subsidy  under  the 
Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act  during  1972  and  the  neces¬ 
sary  subsidies  were  paid  depending  on  the  dwelling  complying 
with  the  repair  conditions. 


(5)  Housing  Capital  Schemes: 

Architectural  works  carried 
follows:  — 

Schemes  in  preparation 
Schemes  in  Contract  let 
Schemes  under  construction 
Schemes  completed 


out  in  the  department  are  as 


Houses  Improvement 


and  Flats 

Grants 

Garages 

80 

7 

92 

90 

— 

— 

112 

3) 

34 

70 

— 

56 

352 

10 

182 

All  roads,  sewers  and  necessary  siteworks  are  carried  out 
concurrently  with  the  above. 

During  the  year  3  General  Improvement  Areas  were  de¬ 
clared  in  connection  with  Council  houses  and  those  were  as 
follows:  — 

1.  The  Boston  Spa  (Grove  Crescent)  (No.  1)  General  Im¬ 
provement  Area  1973. 

2.  The  Wetherby  (Northfields)  (No.  2)  General  Improve¬ 
ment  Area,  1972. 

3.  The  Wetherby  (Barleyfields  Terrace)  (No.  3)  General 
Improvement  Area,  1972. 


27 


(6)  Sites: 

The  Council  negotiated  the  sale  of  building  plots  at  Butt 
Hedge,  Long  Marston  and  at  the  old  Station  Site,  Collingham. 
Land  values  in  the  area  continue  to  increase  and  it  was  noted 
particularly  when  one  acre  of  building  land  off  Hallfield  Lane, 
Wetherby,  sold  for  a  figure  in  excess  of  £25,000  per  acre. 

Surveys  and  siteworks  are  in  hand  to  utilise  the  sites  in 
the  ownership  of  the  Council. 


(7)  House  Purchase: 

During  the  year  £18,590  was  advanced  in  connection  with 
the  purchase  of  9  dwellings  but  it  should  also  be  particularly 
noted  that  during  1972  the  Council  offered  loans  in  respect  of 
the  purchase  of  85  Council  houses  by  their  sitting  tenants 
representing  a  total  loan  of  £243,765. 
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IV.  SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 


(a)  Drainage  Work: 

No  particular  problems  developed  in  relation  to  drainage 
during  the  year  although  advice  was  given  in  many  cases  in 
the  clearance  of  private  drains,  Many  complaints  are  still 
being  received  regarding  blocked  private  drains  that  are  the 
responsibility  of  the  owners  of  the  particular  properties  and 
much  time  is  wasted  by  Council  staff  having  to  investigate 
these  complaints  when  it  is  subsequently  proved  that  the  prob¬ 
lem  is  one  for  the  owner.  However,  notwithstanding  this,  it 
may  be  that  a  service  is  being  given  in  the  investigation  of 
these  drains. 

(b)  Closets  other  than  Water  Closets: 

There  are  now  over  11,000  dwellings  in  the  area  in  addition 
to  commercial  and  business  premises  but  there  only  remains 
some  30  closets  that  are  not  water  closets  connected  either  to 
the  public  sewer  or  to  a  septic  tank.  These  30  closets  usually 
of  the  bucket  type,  are  situated  in  isolated  areas  and  are  being 
converted  slowly,  usually  by  persuasion  in  getting  the  owner 
to  install  a  septic  tank  with  the  aid  of  an  Improvement  Grant. 
There  is  no  real  problem  relating  to  earth  closets  and  bucket 
closets  in  the  district  and  it  can  be  stated  that  the  district  is 
virtually  100%  on  the  water  carriage  drainage  system. 

(c)  Sewerage: 

Surveys  were  put  well  in  hand  for  the  Wetherby/Thorp 
Arch  Sewerage  Scheme  which,  when  completed,  will  improve 
the  sewerage  capacity  and  concentrate  all  disposal  at  Thorp 
Arch  Sewerage  Works  with  the  abolition  of  Wetherby  Sewerage 
Works. 

During  the  year  the  7  sewage  works  and  13  pumping 
stations  received  regular  attention  and  maintenance.  I  must 
reiterate  that  the  system  throughout  the  district  is  becoming 
more  and  more  overloaded  as  development  takes  place. 

A  Scheme  for  the  relaying  of  sewers  at  Weeton  was  put 
in  hand  and  works  were  commenced. 

It  is  a  necessity  that  a  sewer  be  provided  for  the  village 
of  Cowthorpe  which  is  being  developed  gradually  and  there 
are  12  septic  tanks  at  present  serving  this  village.  It  is  be¬ 
coming  apparent  that  the  septic  tanks  should  be  eliminated 
as  soon  as  possible  and  be  replaced  by  a  proper  sewerage 
system.  This  is  the  only  hamlet  without  a  proper  sewerage 
system. 
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(d)  Sewage  Treatment: 

Few  problems  relating  to  sewage  treatment  during  the  year 
except  the  fact  that  most  works  are  now  overloaded  and  in  par¬ 
ticular  in  times  of  heavy  rain  several  sewers  become  surcharged. 

During  every  year  problems  do  develop  by  the  discharge 
into  the  sewers  of  some  foreign  matter  which  causes  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  sewage  to  break  down.  For  instance  a  large  inflow 
of  farm  sewage  or  of  diesel  oil  results  in  a  disruption  of 
treatment.  When  these  illegal  discharges  take  place  staff  time 
is  wasted  in  trying  to  discover  the  source  of  the  discharge  but 
with  very  little  success. 

The  dry  weather  flow  at  the  Sewage  Works  in  the  Council’s 
area  is  now  approximately  1,750,000  gallons  per  day  for  a 
population  of  approximately  32,000.  Regular  and  frequent 
sampling  of  all  the  effluents  is  undertaken  by  the  Rivers  Board 
Inspectors  and  any  deficiency  in  the  analytical  results  are  dealt 
with  immediately.  Generally  the  effluents  are  of  a  satisfactory 
standard  and  any  result  falling  below  a  satisfactory  standard 
is  normally  the  result  of  seme  unforeseen  circumstances. 

(e)  Financial  Statement: 

The  total  cost  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1973  was 
£70,732  which  included  loan  charges  amounting  to  £22,511.  The 
capital  assets  of  the  Council  in  connection  with  sewage  dis¬ 
posal  and  treatment  amounted  to  £590,736. 


V.  WATER  SUPPLY 

The  position  relating  to  water  supply  throughout  the 
district  does  not  alter  from  year  to  year  and  the  water  through¬ 
out  the  district  maintains  a  high  standard.  The  two  Statutory 
Water  Undertakers,  namely  Leeds  Corporation  and  the  Claro 
Water  Board  maintain  a  high  standard  of  supply  and  also  give 
a  very  satisfactory  service  from  their  technical  staff.  A  good 
working  relationship  operates  between  those  two  Undertakers 
and  this  Department. 

Regular  sampling  of  the  public  mains  water  is  undertaken 
by  the  Department  and  also  the  supplies  from  the  110  private 
sources  are  also  sampled.  The  standards  are  usually  satisfac¬ 
tory  and  any  diversion  from  satisfactory  is  investigated  and 
the  matter  put  right.  Chemical  samples  are  taken  with 
satisfactory  results  although  it  may  be  that  more  frequent 
chemical  samples  will  need  to  be  taken  in  the  future.  It  is 
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obvious  that  from  a  bacteriological  point  of  view  that  water 
supplies  are  very  satisfactory  but  the  public  are  becoming  more 
and  more  aware  of  the  chemical  composition  of  water,  for 
instance  they  are  becoming  concerned  about  the  hardness  in 
water  and  this  worry  can  best  be  alleviated  by  more  frequent 
chemical  sampling  to  ensure  that  the  chemical  composition  of 
supplies  throughout  the  district  maintain  a  high  standard. 


VI.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AND  TRANSPORT 
(a)  Public  Cleansing  Service: 

The  progressive  policy  of  the  Council  relating  to  refuse 
collection  and  disposal  has  been  maintained  throughout  the 
year  and  no  particular  problems  have  developed.  The  pulveri¬ 
sation  plant  continues  to  give  satisfactory  service  although 
breakdowns  do  occur  but  these  are  put  right  by  the  conscien¬ 
tious  staff  operating  the  plant.  During  1972,  11,199  tons  of 

refuse  were  processed  at  the  plant. 

The  disposable  refuse  sack  system  for  the  collection  of 
refuse  was  maintained  throughout  the  year  and  the  system  of 
providing  plastic  dustbins  with  bin  liners  was  extended.  The 
service  of  collecting  bulky  domestic  discards  continued  through¬ 
out  the  year  and  it  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  main¬ 
tain  this  service,  as  the  public  becoming  more  aware  of  the 
service,  it  is  being  used  more  and  more  until  the  manpower 
and  vehicles  are  not  readily  available  to  cope  with  all  the 
requests  for  removals. 

The  use  of  bulk  refuse  containers  continued  throughout  the 
year  and  additional  containers,  have  been  issued  to  commercial 
and  institutional  type  premises  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
collection  of  refuse  from  these  types  of  premises  in  bulk  is 
proving  very  satisfactory. 

The  Civic  Amenities  Tip  at  the  Pulverisation  Plant  at  Thorp 
Arch  has  become  more  popular  and  it  is  becoming  increasingly 
difficult  to  keep  this  tip  clear  of  refuse  that  has  been  brought 
by  ratepayers  usually  over  the  weekend.  This  tip  is  being  used 
incorrectly  in  that  Builder’s  waste  and  earth  and  soil  is  being 
tipped  in  the  compound  creating  problems  to  the  workmen  when 
clearing  away  refuse  to  the  Pulveriser.  However,  notwith¬ 
standing  these  difficulties,  the  Civic  Amenities  tip  is  certainly 
a  great  asset  to  the  public  wishing  to  dispose  of  domestic  refuse 
not  normally  disposable  in  the  dustbin. 
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There  seems  to  be  no  way  of  educating  the  public  not  to 
deposit  refuse  in  the  hedge  bottoms  and  again  throughout  the 
year  the  Department  has  been  called  upon  to  remove  refuse 
from  areas  throughout  the  district.  It  is  impossible  to  under¬ 
stand  why  the  public  still  feel  the  need  to  dispose  of  refuse  in 
such  an  indiscriminate  and  illegal  manner  when  there  are  the 
various  services  the  Council  offer  for  removing  refuse  both 
legally  and  in  a  hygienic  manner. 

The  disposal  of  cars  is  a  constant  problem  and  once  again, 
possibly  due  to  the  A1  passing  through  the  district,  the  removal 
of  discarded  vehicles  on  the  highway  is  still  a  problem  to  be 
dealt  with. 

(b)  Refuse  Disposal: 

The  whole  of  the  Wetherby  District  is  served  by  a  weekly 
collection  of  refuse  and  this  is  treated  and  disposed  of  at  the 
Pulverisation  Plant  on  the  Thorp  Arch  Trading  Estate.  There 
are  no  other  refuse  tips  in  the  district  and  this  situation  is 
satisfactory  except  that  the  increasing  quantity  of  refuse  is 
reaching  the  capacity  of  the  plant.  Some  thought  will  have 
to  be  given  to  renewal  of  worn  machinery,  and  provision  for 
increased  output. 

(c)  Transport: 

The  following  vehicles  were  purchased  during  the  year:  — 

Morris  Van  for  Sewerage  Maintenance, 

Ford  Transit  Van  for  the  Council’s  Housing  Department, 

Bray  Shovel  for  use  in  connection  with  Refuse  Disposal. 

Once  again  all  vehicles  are  maintained  satisfactorily  in  the 
workshop  at  the  Hallfield  Lane  Depot  by  the  two  mechanics. 

(d)  Litter: 

During  the  year  a  survey  was  carried  out  to  assess  the 
need  for  the  replacement  of  the  96  litter  bins  on  service 
throughout  the  district  and  orders  are  being  placed  for  new 
receptacles  as  necessary.  There  is  no  real  problem  relating  to 
litter  baskets  except  the  normal  ones  relating  to  vandalism  of 
receptacles. 

(e)  Salvage: 

Salvage  sold  during  1972  was  as  follows:  — 

Baled  tin  ...  £741 

Paper  ...  £3,906 

Other  Scrap  ...  £231 

These  figures  compare  with  the  figures  for  1971. 


33 


(f)  Refuse  Receptacles: 

The  dustbin  replacement  scheme  operated  throughout  the 
year  and  plastic  dustbins  with  replaceable  liners  were  issued 
wherever  necessary.  This  replacement  scheme  continues  to  be 
a  satisfactory  service  and  ensures  a  uniform  type  of  receptacle 
throughout  the  district. 

(g)  Financial  Statement: 

The  total  cost  of  the  refuse  collection  and  disposal  service 
during  the  year  was  £130,276  and  included  the  following:  — 

Transport  £32,286 

Labour  £56,091 

The  operational  cost  of  disposal  excluding  loan  charges  was 
£28,854.  The  income  from  Tadcaster  R.D.C.  for  1972  was  £11,913. 

The  annual  cost  per  property  in  the  district  for  refuse 
collection  and  disposal  was  £11.35. 


VII.  ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES 

There  are  very  few  complaints  of  nuisances  in  the  depart¬ 
ment  and  those  complaints  are  normally  dealt  with  by  a  visit 
and  an  informal  approach  to  the  persons  who  may  have  created 
the  nuisance.  Nuisance  complaints  have  included  smoke  from 
garden  bonfires,  noise,  smells  from  commercial  premises,  accumu¬ 
lations  of  discarded  materials  and  pollutions  in  water  courses. 
There  were  no  outstanding  nuisance  complaints  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 


VII.  SUPERVISION  OF  WORKPLACES 

(a)  Factories  Act,  1961: 

The  number  of  factories  in  the  district  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Council  is  135. 

(b)  Factories  are  not  included  in  (a)  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3, 
4  and  6  are  enforced  by  the  Council  (factories,  which  do  not  use 
mecnanical  power)  —  Nil. 

Total  number  of  visits  and  inspections  for  all  purposes  —  73. 
Cases  in  which  defects  found:  — 
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No.  of  cases 
Referred  Referred  in  which 
Particulars  to  H.M.  by  H.M.  prosecutions 

Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector  Instituted 


Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.3)  . 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temp.  (S.3) 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) — 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

2 

2  — 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

7 

7  — 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ••• 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relat- 

ing  to  outwork)  . 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

9 

9  — 

— 

— 

(b)  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963: 

During  the  year  11  new  premises  were  registered,  making  a 
total  of  277  registered  premises  throughout  the  rural  district. 
123  premises  received  general  inspection  during  the  year. 

It  is  interesting  to  review  the  progress  made  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 
since  its  inception  9  years  ago.  In  Wetherby  town  itself  there 
has  been  over  50  changes  in  shop  premises,  either  of  structural 
alterations  or  conversions  or  changes  of  occupiers  and  this  has 
resulted  in  a  great  improvement  in  the  standards  of  shops  and 
offices  in  the  town.  These  changes  have  required  negotiations 
between  your  Inspectors  and  the  new  occupiers  and  it  is  grati¬ 
fying  to  see  the  Wetherby  Market  Place  showing  an  improved 
and  progressive  image.  Throughout  the  district  the  provision 
of  amenities  for  staff  in  offices  and  shops  was  maintained  and 
there  are  no  outstanding  problems  at  the  year  end. 

The  shopping  complex  on  the  Thorp  Arch  Trading  Estate 
continues  to  expand  and  all  premises  on  that  estate  reach  the 
acceptable  standard  under  the  Act. 

The  Classification  of  registered  premises  at  the  year  end  is 
as  follows:  — 
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Offices 

Retail  Shops  ... 
Wholesal  Shops  and 


78 

143 


Warehouses 

Catering  Establishment 
Storage  Depots 


15 

36 

5 


277 


It  is  a  requirement  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway- 
Premises  Act  that  occupiers  shall  notify  any  accident  occuring 
on  the  premises  which  necessitates  the  person  having  three  or 
more  days  off  work.  It  seems  apparent  that  either  occupiers  are 
not  notifying  accidents  or  accidents  do  not  occur  because  noti¬ 
fications  average  3  or  4  each  year  which  is  apparently  very  low 
and  means  either  that  the  standards  are  very  satisfactory  or  that 
occupiers  are  not  carrying  out  their  obligations  in  notifying 
accidents. 


IX.  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


A  feature  of  the  year  has  been  the  continued  improvement 
and  alteration  of  licensed  premises,  particularly  with  a  view  to 
providing  restaurant  facilities.  Public  houses  throughout  the 
district  are  increasingly  providing  facilities  for  comprehensive 
catering.  One  public  house  was  the  subject  of  planning  consent 
for  conversion  to  a  Bavarian  Beer  House  with  external  facade 
of  a  typical  Bavarian  type.  This  was  approved  with  full  kitchen 
and  catering  facilities.  In  addition  to  this  work  your  Inspectors 
were  also  involved  in  considerable  change  and  alteration  in  the 
food  shops  and  it  is  to  be/  noted  that  the  food  shops  have  altered 
considerably  and  are  at  a  high  standard  in  compliance  with  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

In  September,  1972  the  private  slaughterhouse  in  York  Road, 
Wetherby  closed  and  the  site  was  sold  for  housing  development. 
There  are  now  only  two  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  district 
and  they  are  a  private  butcher’s  slaughterhouse  at  Spofforth  and 
the  Leeds  University  slaughterhouse  at  Bramham. 

The  poultry  slaughterhouse  at  Boston  Spa  is  used  for  the 
slaughter  of  turkeys  and  a  high  standard  is  being  maintained. 

The  two  food  factories  in  the  district  on  the  Sandbeck  In¬ 
dustrial  Estate  continue  to  expand  and  to  be  improved.  The 
management  of  those  establishments  are  very  conscious  of  food 
hygiene  standards. 


36 


Export  licences  issued  in  connection  with  the  export  meat 
products  to  countries  abroad  continued  during  the  year. 

Brucellosis  is  a  problem  which  has  not  yet  been  eradicated 
in  dairy  herds  and  constant  surveillance  is  required  to  ensure 
that  untreated  farm  bottled  milk  is  not  infected  with  the 
Brucella  organism.  Regular  sampling  is  undertaken  by  various 
agents  including  the  staff  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council 
and  by  your  Inspectors  to  ensure  maximum  safeguards.  A 
problem  which  appears  to  be  developing  is  the  incidence  of 
Salmonella  infection  in  cows  which  can  result  also  in  the  in¬ 
fection  of  the  milk  and  this  is  a  developing  problem  which 
requires  surveillance. 

During  the  year  pamphlets  relating  to  food  and  food  hygiene 
were  sent  to  the  occupiers  of  food  premises  and  lectures  were 
given,  particularly  to  school  children  in  connection  with  food 
hygiene.  The  public  are  becoming  increasingly  aware  of  the 
standards  of  the  food  they  purchase  and  they  are  quick  to  report 
incidents  of  foreign  bodies  in  food  or  food  which  has  deteriorated 
by  decomposition  or  other  processes.  These  complaints  are 
usually  dealt  with  informally  by  requesting  a  visit  from  the 
Quality  Controller  of  the  Firm  involved  and  discussions  and 
investigations  of  the  reasons  for  the  incidence  of  the  inferior 
food. 
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POST  MORTEM  EXAMINATION 
OF  ANIMALS  IN  SLAUGHTERHOUSES,  1972 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows  Cows 

Sheep 

and 

Calves  Lambs 

Pigs  Horses 

Number  killed 

210  — 

6  1056 

56  — 

Number  inspected 

210 

6  1056 

56 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

36  — 

—  None  - 

—  32 

9  — 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci 

17% 

3% 

16%  — 

Tuberculosis  only  : — 

Whole  carcases  condemned — 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  of 
organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  that  were  affected 

—  None  - 

—  None  - 

—  None  - 

Cysticerosis  : — 


Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  condemned  3  -  None 

Carcases  submitted  for 

refrigeration  -  None 

Generalised  and  totally 

condemned  -  None 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

Principal  Grounds  for  Condemnation  of  Offal 


Bovine 

lbs. 

Sheep 

lbs. 

Pigs 

lbs. 

Fascioliasis 

69 

■ 

_ , 

Pericarditis 

11 

2 

— 

Nephritis 

3 

3 

— 

Actinobacillosis 

15 

— 

— 

Parasitic  Conditions  . . . 

36 

36 

— 

Degen.  Cyst.  Bovis 

26 

* - 

— — 

160 

41 

— 
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X.  MISCELLANEOUS 


(a)  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  o£  Development  Act,  1960: 

There  are  now  7  caravan  sites  licensed  in  the  district  for  use  for 
the  stationing  of  caravans  for  holiday  and  recreational  purposes 
only  and  this  includes  transit  sites  for  caravans  on  the  Wether- 
by  Racecourse.  The  Racecourse  site  has  now  completed  its  first 
full  season  and  the  demand  has  increased  over  the  months  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  this  facility  has  been  greatly  appreciated 
and  used  by  people  taking  caravans  up  and  down  the  A1  road. 
This  rural  district  is  an  area  where  people  come  for  recreation 
and  leisure  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  there  is  an  ever  increas¬ 
ing  demand  for  caravan  sites  not  only  of  the  permanent  estab¬ 
lished  type  but  also  of  a  temporary  nature  where  a  caravan 
club  will  request  a  local  farmer  to  use  a  field  for  a  weekend 
meeting  during  the  summer  months.  These  “club  meets”  are 
well  organised  and  all  the  hygiene  considerations  are  carried 
out  to  a  high  standard  and  no  problems  arise.  The  caravans 
usually  arrive  on  a  Friday  and  the  site  is  cleared  by  Sunday 
evening  and  this  a  facility  that  the  caravan  public  appreciate. 
People  enjoy  getting  into  the  countryside  at  weekends  and 
caravanning  is  becoming  more  and  more  popular.  There  is 
also  the  provision  of  camping  facilities  for  boy  scouts  and  girl 
guides  and  such  camps  are  regularly  held  in  the  district.  The 
permanent  scout  camp  at  Bardsey  is  used  throughout  the  summer 
months. 

There  is  also  an  increasing  demand  for  sites  for  residential 
purposes  although  there  are  no  such  sites  in  the  district.  The 
Council  has  always  resisted  sites  for  this  purpose. 

Itinerant  traders  park  caravans  occasionally  for  short 
periods  on  grass  verges  throughout  the  district  but  they  usually 
move  on  after  carrying  out  contract  work  for  local  farmers  and 
no  real  problems  develop.  A  roadside  site  on  the  Tockwith/ 
Cowthorpe  Road  did  cause  concern  during  the  year  when  as 
many  as  30  vans  were  parked  at  one  time  but  these  vans  were 
moved  eventually  and  the  site  restored. 

There  are  now  approximately  320  good  quality  caravans  sited 
throughout  the  district  and  used  for  holiday  and  recreational 
purposes. 

There  are  also  7  sites  within  the  rural  district  which  are 
licensed  by  the  Caravan  Club  for  use  by  club  members  only 
for  not  longer  than  28  consecutive  days.  Not  more  than  5 
caravans  may  be  stationed  on  any  site. 
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(b)  Public  Conveniences: 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  works  were  put  in  hand  to 
modernise  the  public  conveniences  in  the  Shambles  and  Cross 
Street,  Wetherby  and  when  completed  these  conveniences  will 
be  to  a  very  high  standard  and  will  include  facilities  for  disabled 
persons.  They  will  be  entirely  free  of  charge  as  are  the  other 
public  conveniences  situated  on  the  Hallfield  Car  Park  at 
Wetherby  and  in  High  Street,  Boston  Spa.  The  conveniences 
have  functioned  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year  except  for 
the  inevitable  damage  by  vandals. 

(c)  Bathing  Pool: 

Work  commenced  on  the  construction  of  the  new  swimming 
pool  on  the  Ings  at  Wetherby  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  good 
progress  was  being  made  and  the  possible  opening  date  will  be 
late  1974. 

There  are  increasing  numbers  of  applications  for  private 
swimming  pools.  The  private  pools  at  the  various  institutions 
and  schools  in  the  district  continue  to  give  satisfactory  service. 

(d)  Clean  Air  Acts,  1956  -  68: 

During  the  year  approvals  were  given  for  chimney  heights 
in  connection  with  the  installation  of  boilers  and  in  one  par¬ 
ticular  case  the  submitted  chimney  height  was  reduced  eventually 
by  20  ft.  on  the  insistence  of  the  Council  that  light  fuel  oil  be 
used  instead  of  the  heavy  oil  indicated  in  the  application. 

The  Wigton  Moor  Smoke  Control  Area  is  still  the  only  area 
in  the  rural  district  and  it  may  be  that  the  Council  will  have 
to  consider  extending  its  smoke  control  programme  throughout 
the  district. 

Atmospheric  pollution  is  a  problem  which  does  not  arise  in 
this  district  as  there  are  no  industrial  smoke  emissions;  the 
domestic  emissions  are  being  reduced  considerably  by  the  instal¬ 
lation  of  central  heating  systems  using  smokeless  fuels. 

(e)  Land  Charges: 

During  1972,  1,534  Requisitions  were  received  for  Land 
Charge  Register  information  as  against  1,271  last  year. 

(1)  Markets: 

The  Wetherby  Town  Hall  Market  has  24  stalls  erected  each 
week  including  a  stall  which  is  allocated  for  use  by  charitable 
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organisations.  The  market  operated  successfully  throughout 
the  year  although  it  becomes  increasingly  difficult  to  obtain  staff 
readily  prepared  to  work  very  early  in  the  morning  and  late 
into  the  evening  on  the  erection  and  dismantling  of  the  stalls. 

The  total  receipts  from  the  market  during  1972  amounted  to 
£645. 

There  are  still  demands  from  private  organisations  to  hire 
the  market  stalls  in  connection  with  fund  raising  activities,  galas, 
garden  parties,  etc. 

Wetherby  Cattle  Market  continued  to  function  satisfactorily 
throughout  1972.  Occasionally  complaints  are  received  regard¬ 
ing  traffic  hold-up  and  animal  noise  when  they  are  left  overnight 
but  these  complaints  are  infrequent. 

(g)  Car  Parks: 

During  the  year  the  receipts  from  Car  Parks  amounted  to 
£1,924  as  against  £1,771  in  1971. 

(h)  Rodent  Control: 

There  appears  to  be  no  decrease  in  the  number  of  rats  and 
mice  although  the  two  rodent  operators  employed  in  this  con¬ 
nection  are  fully  employed,  one  carrying  out  disinfestation  upon 
farms  and  the  other  employed  in  connection  with  domestic  and 
commercial  premises. 

(i)  Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963: 

The  12  Boarding  Establishments  in  the  Rural  District  con¬ 
tinued  to  provide  a  satisfactory  service  to  the  public  throughout 
the  year  mainly  by  people  wishing  to  board  dogs  and  cats  during 
holiday  periods.  All  establishments  were  visited  by  an  Inspector 
from  the  R.S.P.C.A.  and  all  establishments  maintain  a  very 
satisfactory  standard. 

(j)  Street  Lighting: 

There  are  no  problems  relating  to  street  lighting  during  1972 
and  all  installations  gave  satisfactory  service.  The  Council,  as 
agents  for  the  County  Council,  maintain  the  Wigton  Moor 
Special  Lighting  Area  and  the  lighting  scheme  at  Walton. 

(k)  Petroleum  (Regulations)  Act,  1928  - 1936: 

There  are  64  licensed  petroleum  storage  installations  through¬ 
out  the  district  and  as  in  previous  years  the  Fire  Prevention 
Officer  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council’s  Fire  Service  carried 
out  technical  inspections  of  all  installations  in  connection  with 
annual  re-licensing.  The  Council’s  own  Inspectors  carry  out 
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technical  inspections  of  all  new  installations  and  all  installations 
being  altered  and  improved.  The  installations  throughout  the 
district  are  at  a  high  standard  and  any  deficiencies  are  pointed 
out  to  licensees  during  the  re-licensing  period. 


(1)  Disinfection  and  Disinfestation: 

Throughout  the  year  complaints  are  received  of  infestations 
of  varying  types  of  insects  from  cockroaches  to  carpet  beetles 
and  from  fleas  to  bookworms  and  all  infestations  are  dealt  with 
in  the  department  and  sometimes  with  the  ready  co-operation 
of  the  Leeds  Disinfestation  Department.  Most  infestations  are 
of  a  minor  nature  which  are  readily  eliminated.  The  restriction 
on  the  use  of  D.D.T.  has  required  the  use  of  alternative  insecti¬ 
cides  but  no  problems  have  arisen.  Terminal  disinfection  for 
infectious  disease  is  not  carried  out  but  current  disinfection 
by  normal  cleansing  processes  are  usually  recommended  and  is 
quite  adequate. 


(m)  Contracts: 

Work  under  this  heading  has  continued  satisfactorily  and  is 
indicated  in  the  following  table:  — 


CONTRACTS 


(Year  ending  31.3.73) 

£ 


Completed 

48 

410,000 

Under  construction 

91 

430,000 

In  Contract  —  not  started 

21 

240,000 

Out  to  tender 

5 

160,000 

In  preparation 

41 

1,450,000 

Preliminary  reports  approved 

33 

300,000 

The  comparative  figures  for  the 
years  are: — 


TOTAL 


current  and  previous  five 
COMPLETED 


CONTRACTS 

VALUE 

CONTRACTS 

VALUE 

£ 

£ 

1972 

122 

890,000 

39 

419,000 

1971 

113 

800,000 

48 

350,000 

1970 

59 

686,808 

12 

143,000 

1969 

87 

1,145,960 

22 

183,266 

1968 

63 

1,484,960 

24 

397,000 

1967 

97 

1,186,900 

25 

116,500 
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